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WHAT IS GLOBAL YOUTH SERVICE DAY?

Global Youth Service Day (GYSD) is an annual global event that:

I BUILDS the capacity of an international network of organizations that promotes youth participation, service, and
learning.

! EDUCATES the public, the media, and policy-makers about the year-round contributions of young people as
community leaders around the world.

I MOBILIZES youth and adults to meet the needs of their communities through volunteering.
I LEARNS and shares effective practices in youth service, youth voice, and civic engagement in the world today.

OUR VISION

Over the years, millions of youth have participated in the Global Youth Service Day across the globe and together, with the
leadership of organizations such as yours, they undertake thousands of volunteer projects that benefit their communities.
This day will be a way for local, national, and international organizations to:

I Recognize the year-round contributions of millions of young people worldwide

I Recruit a new generation of volunteers

I Promote young people as resources and not as problems in their communities.

WHY GLOBAL YOUTH SERVICE DAY?

Around the world, millions of young people are making a difference in their communities through programs and
infrastructures that address voluntary action. The focus of GYSD is to stimulate greater awareness of and support for the
methodologies that promote "positive youth development" and volunteer service. Youth volunteering is an effective way to
build strong youth and strong communities.

HOW IS GLOBAL YOUTH SERVICE DAY ORGANIZED?

All schools, faith-based groups, and youth organizations are encouraged to plan and highlight youth-led community service
projects on Global Youth Service Day. Organizations may want to highlight existing projects for media attention, or may
choose to organize special projects and events that involve the broader community on GYSD.

At the national level, National Coordinating Committees are being formed to help promote Global Youth Service Day
through a network of organizations as well as to the media, the public and the private sectors.

At the global level, an International Coordinating Committee (ICC) is working to promote, organize, and coordinate the
celebration. The ICC supports and coordinates the distribution of general materials for promoting and organizing the day,
as well as provides assistance to National Lead Agencies.

Members of the International Coordinating Committee for 2007 included:

Academy of Educational Development ® American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS b Ariel Foundation International © Center for Cultural
Interchange B Centro Boliviano de Filantrop’a (CEBOFIL) b QtyYear, Inc. B Council on International Education Exchange (CIEE) B CLAYSS b Earh Charter Initiative
D Global Youth ACTION Network (GYAN) B Golden Key b Habitat for Humanity  Hope Worldwide B InterAmerican Development Bank P Innovations in Civic
Participation B hternational Association of VVolunteer Efforts B hternational Baccalaureate Organization P International Education and Resource Network (IEARN) B
International Youth Foundation BIFES B Nacel Open Door, Inc. B National Youth Leadership Council ®One World Youth Project P Partners of the Americas B
PeaceChild International B People to People International B Project Harmony Azerbaijan B Reverence for Life B Service for Peace B Secial Olympics B Sudents
Partnerships Worldwide B TakinglTGlobal B Unite for Sight © United Nations Programme on Youth B United Nations Volunteers BU.S. Department of Justice DU.S.
Department of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs - Youth Programs Division D World Federation of United Nations Associations B Young Americas
Business Trust B Youth Employment Summit D Youth for Understanding- Youth Service America B Youth Venture



Sponsors of Global Youth Service Day have included:

I General Motors [
I Bubel-Aiken Foundation !
I Disney !

Inter-American Development Bank
AOL/Time Warner
United Nations Foundation

Highlights from Global Youth Service Day:

Up to 2,500,000 young volunteers have mobilized across over 100 countries each year since 2000 for Global Youth Service
Day. Every year an increasing number of organizations and youth celebrate GYSD, which reflects the momentum GYSD is
gaining around the world. Some country highlights include:

Every year in Brazil, President Luiz Infcio Lula da Silva !
motivates the youth volunteers with an annual

message. Natal Voluntarios mobilizes many thousands

of volunteers in activities with a special focus on

achieving the UN Millennium Development Goals. !
In Iraq, the enthusiasm displayed by the volunteers has
reflected their motivation and desire to restore beauty

and happiness to the war-stricken country.

In Nigeria, GW2Nnet, a youth volunteer network, has
been created to greatly increase awareness of the
importance and effectiveness of volunteerism and aims
to strengthen national and African unity.

In Russia, the Russian Volunteer Development Center,
IAVE NR (MCH/VC) have broken the million-mark,
mobilizing almost 1,004,000 participants under the
theme OWe a@e creating our future together!O

Some words about Global Youth Service Day:

"The United Nations can never succeed alone.
Only by forming partnerships with
governments, the private sector, and civil
society around the world, can it change lives,
save lives, strengthen democracy and human
rights, and offer support, comfort, and
protection to the poor, the sick, and the
dispossessed. Volunteers are some of our
most valued partners, and Global Youth
Service Day celebrates the efforts of the
youngest of them. These young people are not

“Today, volunteerism is a powerful force in
Latin America and the Caribbean region.
Thousands of youth participate every day
in community service activities. These
types of actions are vital to their personal
development, the strengthening of their
communities, and the reduction of poverty.
Volunteerism is emerging as a viable
strategy for socio-economic development
in the region; therefore, it is important for
the Bank to promote a regional culture of

"I have hope that stems in a large part
from my knowledge that the future of
this planet lies in the tremendous
energy, enthusiasm, and commitment
of young people around the world. |
have often said that every individual
counts, every individual has a role to
play, and every individual makes a
difference. Global Youth Service Day
proves it. Let us support this
opportunity to move forward with hope

only the leaders of tomorrow; they can play a
leading role in the development of their
communities today. In this International Year of
Volunteers, let us hope that their good works
today blossom into lifelong commitments that
will benefit all the world's people.”

Kofi Annan, Former Secretary-General -
United Nations

Vietham

volunteer service. Global Youth Service
Day helps to advance in this area, by
facilitating platforms for young people to
participate, get them engaged and
celebrate their contributions to the
communities where they live.

Luis Alberto Moreno, President —
Inter-American Development Bank

Ecuador

-- with faith in ourselves and in our
intellect. And let's celebrate the
indomitable spirit of youth.”

Dr. Jane Goodall, Founder —
Jane Goodall Institute- Roots &
Shoots
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